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“The Beginning, the Middle and the End”
Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14; Revelation 1:4b-8 November 22, 2015

Every good story has a beginning, middle and end. The 
hope of every parishioner in worship is that the sermon 
will have a good beginning, a very short middle and a 
provocative end. Every life has a beginning, middle and 
end. We are held in the mind of God; we are born and live 
our days on earth; at the end we return to our Creator, 
Redeemer and Sustainer. Creation itself has a beginning, 
middle and end. In the beginning, the Spirit of God moved 
over the unformed chaos and God spoke the creation into 
being by the divine Word; in the midst of time, the divine 
Word becomes incarnate in Jesus Christ who redeems a 
fallen universe and sustains the universe by the Spirit; in 
the end, Christ will come again to restore the creation to 
God. The Bible itself is God’s story of the plan, purpose 
and destiny of creation. Some people read the Bible like a 
rule book. There are rules and laws in the Bible, but that is 
not the center of the Bible. Some people read the Bible like 
a collection of wise sayings. There are wise sayings in the 
Bible, but that is not the heart of the Bible. Jesus Christ is 
the center of the Bible. He is the center of God’s story. He 
is the one who holds all things together, unites all things in 
him and rules over all things.  One day Christ shall return, 
God’s kingdom shall come and God’s will shall be done on 
earth as it is in heaven.  

This faith stands against the twists and turns, the agony 
and the brutality of human history. In every era the people 
of God are challenged by the troubles they face to hold 
onto the truth of God – the story of God’s redemption.  

In the second century before the coming of Jesus, the 
Jewish people faced the threat of near extinction by the 
hand of the Seleucid monarch, Antiochus IV Epiphanies 
(175-164 B.C.E.). His title meant that he was the 
manifestation of God. Through his brutality he acted as 
if he were a god holding the fate of the Jewish people in 
his bloody hands. The prophet Daniel had a vision of one 
“like a human being coming with the clouds of heaven…. 
To him was given dominion and glory and kingship, that 
all peoples, nations, and languages should serve him. His 
dominion is an everlasting dominion that shall not pass 

away, and his kingship is one that shall never be destroyed” 
(Dan. 7:13, 14). His vision empowered the people to hold 
fast to the faith until the power of Antiochus was broken.  

In the Book of Revelation, at a time when the church was 
under severe persecution at the hand of the Romans, John 
takes up Daniel’s vision and declares that the one who was 
rejected and crucified will return. God will turn the tables. 
John declares: “Look! He is coming with the clouds; every eye 
will see him, even those who pierced him; and on his account 
all the tribes of the earth will wail (1:8). The oppressor will 
be brought low; the persecuted will be raised up. 

These are uncertain days.  We are deeply troubled by 
news of terrorism abroad and the threats at home. The 
United Nations Refugee Agency reports that the current 
number of displaced persons and refugees in our world has 
risen to nearly 60 million people, an increase of more than 
8 million in one year and an increase of over 22 million in 
ten years. Half of these refugees and displaced persons are 
children (http://www.unhcr.org). Closer to home, we are 
distressed by the unsettling currents that run through our 
society: poverty, food insecurity, domestic violence, drugs, 
troubled schools, and unstable family life. 

Where do we find our security in an insecure world?  
Many of the people in the first congregation we served lived 
on the edge. When there were downturns in the economy, 
they were the first to be laid off at the mill. In that rural 
area, there seemed to be far more health issues and far fewer 
resources than in many more affluent urban areas. There 
were challenging family dynamics that touched many of the 
homes. As I look back on those days, I remember how often 
we sang the words of the familiar hymn, “On Christ the 
solid rock I stand; all other ground is sinking sand; all other 
ground is sinking sand.” In an insecure world, the faithful 
found their security in Christ and not in the unpredictable 
and fleeting character of life.  They knew that their lives 
were a part of a larger story, God’s story. They knew that 
they were created by God, beloved by God and sustained 
by God. Although they may not have put it this way, they 
knew that their destiny was secure in Jesus. As Paul says 
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in Colossians, “All things in heaven and on earth were 
created… through him and for him… and in him all things 
hold together… in him all the fullness of God was pleased 
to dwell, and through him God was pleased to reconcile… 
all things, whether on earth or in heaven” (Col. 1:15-20). 

On this Christ the King Sunday we reflect on what 
it means to live our lives under the reign of God and in 
the sure knowledge that our lives (today and tomorrow) 
are held in Christ. As Thanksgiving approaches, it is also 
a day we give thanks for all the gifts God has given us – 
the bountiful harvest of the earth, our family and friends, 
the blessings of freedom and justice, the church in all its 
rich variety, and the work we have been called to do. The 
cornucopia represents these gifts. Our acknowledgement 
of the Lordship of Christ and our thanksgiving for the 
bounty of God’s goodness are tied together. These material 
and spiritual gifts are all an expression of the blessings of 
God. There is profound comfort, peace and courage that 
come from trusting in God who fulfills our needs and 
holds our lives. The words of the hymn we sang capture 
the many dimensions of God’s goodness: 

“For the fruit of all creation, thanks be to God.
gifts bestowed on every nation, thanks be to God….
In the help we give our neighbor, God’s will is done.
In our worldwide task of caring for the hungry 
   and despairing,
in the harvests we are sharing, God’s will is done….
For the harvests of the Spirit, thanks be to God.
For the good we all inherit, thanks be to God….
most of all that love has found us, thanks be to God.”

The fruit of all creation and the harvest of the Spirit are 
inextricably linked in God. 

This week our Lake Fellows had a seminar on Judaism 
with a local Rabbi. During the seminar he was asked why 
he wears the skullcap which is called the Kippah in Hebrew 
or the Yarmulke in Yiddish. He told us that he wears it 
not only for prayer, worship, study and meals. He wears 
it throughout the day to remind himself of his faith in 
God as he goes about driving, shopping, interacting with 
his family, serving in the community, or meeting with his 
friends. The Kippah is a reminder of who he is and who 
holds his life. 

We may not wear a special hat or particular clothing, 
but we worship, pray and sing to remind us of who we are 
and who is both the foundation and the destiny of our 
lives. We study the Bible and we profess our faith through 
the creeds of the church to strengthen our hearts in times 

of uncertainty and danger. We give our resources to express 
our faith and to witness to our priorities in life.  We offer 
ourselves in service to others because Jesus came among us 
as a servant and meets us in the stranger whom we serve. 

In these troubled times, the most counter-cultural thing 
we can do is worship God, give ourselves in humble service 
to others, share with the displaced and hurting people of the 
world the gifts of the earth, and trust that no matter what 
happens to us our lives are secure in the hands of God. 

There was a graduate of the Naval Academy who was 
serving in the navy in California when he contracted polio.  
His naval career came to a sudden and unexpected end. He 
realized he had to figure out a way to provide for his young 
family. He went to law school and became a trial attorney. 
He had cases in county seats all over South Carolina. He 
would use his leg braces and arm crutches to hoist himself 
up flights of stairs to second floor courtrooms in old 19th 
century courthouses. He was an elder in the church, a state 
senator, a fearless champion for public education and and a 
strong advocate for civil rights. No matter what challenges 
he faced, he always had a positive spirit. He did it all with 
grace and humor. It was his faith in Jesus Christ that gave 
him the strength to live a life of useful service in spite of 
all the adversities he faced. When he had a serious heart 
attack the hospital waiting room was filled with folks whose 
lives he had touched, helped and changed. The outcome 
was uncertain at best. Unconcerned about himself, he said, 
“There are so many church folks here, I think we should 
take up the offering.” 

The story of our lives, human history, the earth and the 
universe itself will have a good end because the end is the 
Lord Jesus who reigns over all.  


